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Acclaimed designer Michael Smith has earned a reputation as the thinking celebrity's decorator,

with a client list that includes Cindy Crawford, Kate Capshaw, Steven Spielberg, Dustin Hoffman,

and Michelle Pfeiffer. Pairing lush interiors with dynamic insider advice, Michael Smith's Elements of

Style beautifully captures the essential building blocks of good interior design. Smith covers in depth

the most common decorating decisions everyone faces: working with color, selecting the right paint,

choosing window treatments and floor coverings, creating a luxurious bed, and building a furniture

collection over time. Illustrated with stunning color photography, including a dozen homes presented

in depth to demonstrate how rooms work alone and together, the book also includes practical

sidebars on learning how to buy antiques and attend auctions, how to ready your home for sale, and

how to create a house that can evolve over time. This invaluable, idea-filled resource is about

polished, fresh design that is both aspirational and attainable.
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This book is instructional and very well done. The "instructions" are in the photographs. Read them

like paintings, which is how I think Michael S. Smith's rooms each look. There are 2 illustrations in

the  listing. Look first at the pictures of the room with the green sofa, then at the cover illustration.

Then, please, read below & see whether you agree with me.1. Pairs help to create a formal look:

See the 2 leaf green lamps w/blue grey shades, 2 crystal sconces on end wall, 2 ornate crystal

candelabra, 2 brass candlesticks on mantle, and 2 photos framed alike.2. Echoes: Black fireplace



box w/white surround & mantle echoes... the black & white photographs/sketches w/white mats &

black frames and...the black piano next to all-white floor lamp; Painting of black curving figures on

light tan background in brass/gilt frame echo the very solid black coffee table on the cream rug

w/tan curving figures.3. Use of Color in this Room: A subtle example -- There are 3 pieces of

furniture with painted wood (excluding the piano): A chair with a cream/white frame, a table/stool in

oxblood, and a settee with a blue grey frame. These are shades of the three primary colors. The

colors of these 3 painted pieces together comprise the complete spectrum. The "color scheme" of

the room as a whole also comprises the complete spectrum. The painted wood is a microcosm of

this characteristic of the room. (And the complete spectrum gives us? ...Light.)4. Gradations of

Tints: The use of light-to-dark shades of each color gives a painterly quality to the room, softening

the contrasts of colors and emphasizing the volume of the architecture, of the space.
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